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VACATION NOTICES: A TARGET
FOR RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY

| LOS ANGELES SHERIFF’S OFFICE AND DISTRICT ATTORNEY

THE CASE

A group of subscribers to the L.A.
Times newspaper were targets of
home burglary while they were on
vacation. With very little physical
evidence collected from the homes,
one of the thieves was stopped for
a traffic violation in June 2012,
where police discovered stolen
property inside the car, along with
an L.A. Times “vacation hold” list
containing names, addresses and
dates that their subscribers were
scheduled to be on vacation.

THE CHALLENGE

The detective on the case requested
cell phone records for all 8 suspects,
but had no way of analyzing or
presenting the data he received
from the mobile carriers. The
detectives believed that this group
of suspects were working together
to carry out this series of burglaries.
What they needed to prove was

that the suspects conspired together
to commit these burglaries and that
they were present at the victims’
homes while they were vacant.

HOW GEOTIME HELPED

The Los Angeles Sheriff’s Office
contacted the GeoTime Team
for assistance in performing a
full analysis on the 8 suspects’
phone records and preparing
materials for court presentation.
Having supported hundreds of
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“GEOTIME WAS ESSENTIAL TO MAPPING OUT ALL THE PHONE DATA

AND DEMONSTRATING THAT EACH SUSPECT HAD THE SAME MOVEMENT
PATTERN, PROVING THEY ALL ARRIVED AT THE VICINITY OF THE CRIME
SCENE. SPECIFICALLY, THE LINK ANALYSIS FEATURE WAS ABLE TO PROVE
THAT SOME SUSPECTS COMMUNICATED WITH ONE ANOTHER LEADING
UP TO EACH BURGLARY AND THAT ALL SUSPECTS WERE EITHER DIRECTLY
OR INDIRECTLY LINKED TO EACH OTHER. THIS DEMONSTRATED TO THE
JURY THAT THERE WAS INTENT AND CONSPIRACY.”

— Mark Inaba, Deputy District Attorney, Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office

similar cases involving call records,

the GeoTime Team was able to quickly

map out and analyze thousands of
calls and SMS messages sent and
received by the suspects.

The resulting map showed a
repeating pattern where

the suspects converged at the target
home late at night during a period

of time while the victims were away.

After presenting the material to the
District Attorney, Curtis Garton from
the GeoTime Team was asked to
testify as an expert witness at the
grand jury hearing in 2013, leading
to a criminal court case in 2014.

GeoTime Features Used:

« Formatting of call records

» Mapping and animating
of suspect movements

« Connecting suspects together
based on their call records

- Creating video and
PowerPoint presentations

THE RESULT

The cell phone records evidence
clearly showed how the suspects
communicated together on their
mobile devices to conspire to
commit these crimes. Five defendants
entered no contest pleas and three
men were convicted by a jury trial.
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